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The aim of this school is to present the basic tools from manifold theory and algebraic 
topology that allow one to study automorphism groups of manifolds. In the 70's a 
general theory of automorphism groups of manifolds was developed but it involves 
relatively heavy machinery such as smoothing and surgery theory. We aim to present 
a path into the field that keeps the machinery relatively light-weight. This involves 
studying diffeomorphisms by how they act on submanifolds, i.e. we will study spaces 
of embeddings or "knot theory in the large."
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